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1. INTRODUCTION5 

1.1. The Australian Cat Federation Inc. (ACF Inc.) is committed to the breeding of healthy, pedigree, cats of 
all the breeds recognised by ACF (Inc.). 

1.2. ACF (Inc.) will not recognise any breed which results from more than one structural or hairless mutation (ie 
that no two or more mutations that affect bone or cartilage or result in a hairless appearance be combined 
in any breed). 

1.3. Selective breeding to improve the appearance (phenotype) of any given breed towards the ideal described 
by the breed standard aims to produce cats that are more alike in resultant generations. Along with the 
good genes come a few that may not be desirable and can lead to abnormalities that affect the health and 
the welfare of the cats. Selective breeding decreases the genetic diversity and increases the chance of 
concentrating undesirable, and even harmful, genetic anomalies (defects) and these can begin to appear in 
the breed. 

1.4. Advances in DNA genetic testing enable breeders to test for desirable genes such as wanted colours or 
undesirable genes such as found in genetic defects affecting the health of the cat and viability of the breed. 
Rapid developments in genetic testing are continually adding new DNA tests available to breeders. ACF 
(Inc.) requires breeders to DNA (genetic) test for all known genetic disorders in their breed to ensure 
that they have the healthiest breeding stock possible. 

1.5. Following the practice of testing breeding stock for available DNA tests for genetic defects will increase 
confidence in the health of any kittens. These benefits both the breeder and the new owner of the cat by 
reducing the chance of genetic defects arising in the next generation. New cat owners are entitled to receive 
the healthiest kitten possible to take into their homes and love for many years and not face the necessity 
for unfortunate and costly veterinary interventions. 

1.6. BREEDING PROGRAMME 

1.6.1. A breeding programme is where certain cats are selected to be bred with others for predetermined reasons. 
It is important that breeders should not allow matings unless they have considered the possible outcomes 
and any future consequences for the breed. 

1.6.2. The purpose of a breeding programme is to continue the breed as distinct and recognisable and to improve 
the quality of the breed as measured against the Breed Standard. 

1.6.3. The following guidelines are recommended to breeders: 
Health and welfare (including rehoming) of cats and kittens must be the overriding consideration in 
any breeding programme. Veterinary care must be sought for any cats and kittens that display health 
and/or welfare issues. 

1.6.3.1. The good (positive) and the bad (negative) features including temperament of the individual cats should 
be assessed and weighed against each other before any mating. This includes the risk of passing on genetic 
faults/anomalies. 

1.6.3.2. When planning a breeding programme, breeders must realise that doubling of the good traits in a cat may 
also result in doubling of any defects; the breeding of cats with similar faults should be avoided otherwise 
there is a possibility of fixing a characteristic which subsequently will be extremely hard to eliminate. 

1.6.3.3. Breeders must make themselves aware of the nature of the characteristics they wish to promote or avoid, 
whether these are due to a dominant gene (which will always be expressed when present, even if only from 
one parent) or a recessive gene (only expressed when inherited from both parents; the homozygous state) 

1.6.3.4. ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Bodies will not accept the practice of artificial insemination 
(AI) in the breeding of cats unless there are very exceptional circumstances. 

1.6.3.5. In the event a circumstance arises wherein a member approves an AI procedure all Member and 
Provisional Member Bodies adopt a uniform procedure to ensure the traceability of semen used in AI 
procedures. 
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1.6.3.6. The ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Bodies put in place a procedure requiring breeders to 
apply to use AI to breed. The validity of the rationales supporting its use is fully considered before 
approval is given, like the application for a Breed Development Programme11. 

1.6.4. RECOMMENDED READING: 

1.6.4.1. Robinson’s Genetics for Cat Breeders and Veterinarians 4th Edition 1999. By Carolynn M. Vella, Lorraine 
M. Shelton, John J. McGonagle & Terry W. Stanglein, Butterworth Heinemann Oxford. 

1.6.4.2. By Carolynn M. Vella, Lorraine M. Shelton, John J. McGonagle & Terry W. Stanglein, Butterworth 
Heinemann Oxford. 

1.6.4.3. International Cat Care (formerly The Feline Advisory Bureau [FAB]) in the UK has a full and extensive 
list of currently known feline disorders and genetic diseases with a description of the symptoms and cause 
if known. The link below takes you to this excellent resource for breeders: 

• www.icatcare.org 
• www.icatcare.org/advice/breeders 

1.7. RESPONSIBLE BREEDING AND DNA TESTING 

1.7.1. Cat breeders must ensure they comply with current Federal and State Government legislation and Local 
Government regulation applying to the responsible keeping, breeding, management and selling of cats as 
well as ensuring their ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Body’s requirements are adhered to. 

1.7.2. It is the responsibility of the Breeder to research the known genetic defects in their breed and research 
available DNA tests and testing services. It is also recommended that breeders keep up to date with new 
knowledge of genetic diseases in their breed/s. For assistance, see 1.7.6 for a list of Useful websites. 

1.7.2.1. ACF (Inc.) requires breeders to DNA test for all known genetic disorders in their breed. Unless otherwise 
stated, cats negative by parentage are excluded from DNA testing for health and other breed-specific 
requirements, although it is good practice to routinely DNA test kittens and breeding cats. 

1.7.2.2. Where there is a positive DNA test returned for a particular disease in breeding stock then sub-clause 
1.11 below is to be followed. 

1.7.3. It is possible that not DNA testing for known diseases may count against a breeder in any action taken 
against them through the Small Claims Court. 

1.7.4. The States of Victoria and South Australia have legislation in place on the responsible breeding 
of animals: 

1.7.4.1. Agriculture Victoria. Animal Welfare Victoria. Code of Practice for the Breeding of Animals with 
Heritable Defects that Cause Disease.  
Code of Practice for the Breeding of Animals with Heritable Defects that Cause Disease | Codes of 
Practice | Domestic Animals Act | Animal Welfare Victoria | Livestock and animals | Agriculture 
Victoria 

1.7.6 USEFUL WEBSITES 

1.7.6.1.  Cat DNA Testing Laboratories (missouri.edu) 

1.7.6.2. Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) paper on Heritable Disease and Abnormalities in Cats by Lorraine Shelton & 
Hilary Helmrich [Lorraine is a well-known feline geneticist]. https://www.catdnatest.org/pdf/heritable-
diseases.pdf  

1.7.6.3. Governing Council of the Cat Fancy (GCCF) UK. GCCF Breeding Policy: Guidelines for Health Breeding. 
(Draft) GCCF Breeding Policy – Guidelines for Healthy Breeding (gccfcats.org) 

1.7.6.4. Langford Vets, University of Bristol. Relevant genetic diseases by breed. genetic-diseases-by-breed.pdf 
(langfordvets.co.uk) 

  

http://www.icatcare.org/
http://www.icatcare.org/advice/breeders
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/domestic-animals-act/codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-the-breeding-of-animals-with-heritable-defects-that-cause-disease
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/domestic-animals-act/codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-the-breeding-of-animals-with-heritable-defects-that-cause-disease
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/domestic-animals-act/codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-the-breeding-of-animals-with-heritable-defects-that-cause-disease
http://felinegenetics.missouri.edu/cat-dna-testing-laboratories
https://www.catdnatest.org/pdf/heritable-diseases.pdf
https://www.catdnatest.org/pdf/heritable-diseases.pdf
https://www.gccfcats.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GCCF-Breeding-Policy.Revised-Dec-2021.pdf
https://www.langfordvets.co.uk/media/2166/genetic-diseases-by-breed.pdf
https://www.langfordvets.co.uk/media/2166/genetic-diseases-by-breed.pdf
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1.7.6.5. OMIA - Online Mendelian Inheritance in Animals, The University of Sydney. OMIA - Online Mendelian 
Inheritance in Animals 

(Note: All links may not have complete up to date information, the breeder must search all databases) 

1.7.7. The links below offer DNA testing and give details of the procedures to be followed to collect and 
send samples and the costs involved. 

1.7.7.1. www.vgl.ucdavis.edu  

1.7.7.2. Dog DNA Testing & Cat DNA Testing - DNA Test - Orivet 

1.7.7.3. www.langfordvets.co.uk/diagnosticlaboratories  

1.7.7.4. Massey University of New Zealand - Te Kunenga Ki Pūrehuroa - Massey University 

1.8. IMPORTING CATS 

1.8.1. The Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has strict rules about the 
importation of all cats including Bengals and other hybrid cats. If planning to import a cat, contact 
Department or visit their website before applying for an import permit from the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 

1.8.2. Cats imported for breeding are required to be tested prior to importation for all DNA tests for known 
genetic disorders in that breed. 

1.8.2.1. The imported cat must have a microchip, and the microchip number must be present on all paperwork. 

1.8.2.2. Genetic test results marked with the cat’s microchip number must be included with the paperwork. 

1.8.2.3. All required paperwork must be presented for registration in Australia. 

1.8.2.4. No cat is to be imported for breeding if it returns positive DNA test results for currently known diseases of 
that breed. 

1.8.3. Breeders importing a cat should initially check the pedigree with their Member or Provisional Member 
Body before importation to ensure the cat can be registered’ under ACF (Inc.) Breeding and Registration 
Rules. It must be DNA tested and confirmed to be free of genetic diseases and unregisterable characteristics 
that may impact the cat’s health & welfare 

1.8.4. Note: Imported cats may have in their 4 (or 5 for British Shorthair or British Longhair) generation 
pedigree breeds that are not recognised or allowed by the ACF (Inc.) Breeding and Registration Rules. 
Such cats to be placed on a Breed Development Programme. 

1.9. DNA TESTING PROTOCOL 

1.9.1. For the results of a DNA test to be added to a registered pedigree, the DNA sample must be taken from 
a micro-chipped cat. 

1.9.2. A certified copy of the original Laboratory certificate and a signed statement as to who the collection agent 
was, must be submitted to the registering body for the test results to be added to the pedigree. 

1.9.3. The DNA test results are to be recorded in a separate section on the pedigree specifically designated for 
DNA results. 

1.9.4. All testing that results in reclassification of colour/pattern must be notified to the ACF (Inc.) Secretary 
who will notify all ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Bodies and the CCCA Secretary. 

1.10. Protocol for Checking DNA Test Results That Do Not Make Sense 
1.10.1. Occasionally, cat breeders and owners report that they have received DNA test results that are 

‘wrong/incomplete/nonsensical/difficult to understand’. As a result, the following strategy has been 
developed to assist cat breeders and owners with DNA test results that do not make sense: 

  

https://www.omia.org/home/
https://www.omia.org/home/
http://www.vgl.ucdavis.edu/
https://www.orivet.com/
http://www.langfordvets.co.uk/diagnosticlaboratories
https://www.massey.ac.nz/


ACF (Inc.) By-Laws Part 2 – Breeding and Registration Rules 

Page 8 of 32 
Updated: June 2026 

1.10.1.1. Contact the DNA testing laboratory with the query and explain why the DNA test result does not make 
sense eg lack of concordance with phenotype and/or pedigree of the cat in question. 

1.10.1.2. Ask the DNA testing laboratory if they can retest the original DNA sample from the cat in question. 
If DNA testing laboratory gives assurance that their quality control samples are working well and as far 
as they can ascertain the results are indeed correct, consider sending a fresh repeat sample from the same 
cat to the DNA testing laboratory and/or to another independent DNA testing laboratory. 

1.10.1.3. Ideally the DNA samples should be collected from a microchipped cat or kitten by a veterinarian or an 
approved qualified collector and if stipulated, the results should be recorded on the pedigree. Kittens who 
are too young or fragile for microchipping may have samples collected for DNA testing for parentage or 
carrier status etc if it does not present a health or welfare issue. These kittens should be retested after 
microchipping if their DNA test results are to be added to a registered pedigree. 

1.10.1.4. If available, send samples from the parents of the cat in question to check for evidence of the mutation 
that is being tested for and check for parentage of the cat in question. 

1.10.1.5. If the DNA mutation cannot be detected in the cat’s parents or the retest sample from the original cat by 
two different DNA testing laboratories; the parentage and pedigree are verified and the DNA quality 
control samples are working correctly, then the DNA testing laboratory could ask the owner if their cat’s 
sample could be kept for a possible future research project. 

1.11. SELECTIVE BREEDING BASED ON GENETIC TESTING OR HERITABLE CONDITIONS 
1.11.1. Cats should not be bred if they carry genetic disorders: 

1.11.1.1. with a high heritability, that will be detrimental to the animal’s health or welfare, or 

1.11.1.2. with a low heritability, but which may severely compromise an animal’s health or welfare. 

1.11.1.3. Cats with cryptorchism (failure of one or both testes to descend into the scrotum) must not be bred. It 
is strongly recommended that the undescended testicle(s) is surgically removed to reduce male behaviours, 
prevent passing the genetics onto the next generation and reducing/eliminating the risk of developing 
testicular torsion or neoplasia 

1.11.2. Selective breeding involving a health and welfare issue should be overseen by a veterinarian so that owners 
can be appropriately counselled re appropriate breeding strategies. 

1.11.3. White to White matings are not allowed in any breed to reduce chance of deafness after 22 January 2026 
1.11.4. White cats with, or showing behavioural signs of bilateral or unilateral deafness, are not permitted to be 

bred after January 2027. Cats at risk for inherited deafness include those with the Dominant White gene. 
1.11.5. Dominant blue eye cats with, or showing behavioural signs of, unilateral or bilateral deafness are not 

permitted to be bred. Cats at risk for inherited deafness include those carrying known dominant blue eye 
alleles associated with deafness and varying degrees of white spotting, including cats with one or two blue 
eyes or latent blue eyes. 

2. GENERAL 
2.1. Decisions on recognition of breeds/varieties, and challenge status should only be made at the General 

Meeting held in conjunction with the Annual General Meeting each year (which is attended by delegates 
from all Member or Provisional Member Bodies). 

2.2. Member or Provisional Member Bodies agree22 to recognise the same breeds/varieties. 
2.3. It is a function of the ACF (Inc.) Judges' Guild to advise and recommend to the ACF (Inc.) General 

Meeting held in conjunction with the Annual General Meeting, with respect to recognition of 
breeds/varieties, challenge status, and applications for recognition of new breeds. 

3. RULES FOR REGISTRATION 
3.1. Most Member or Provisional Member Bodies are using a uniform procedure of registration of Full 

Register and Breed Development Programme stock cats. The ACF (Inc.) recommends that Member or 
Provisional Member Body's register litters and then register all the kittens individually.  
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3.2. The recording of all Breed Development Programme stock be on the Full Register however, a generation 
number is added (e.g. Gen 1, Gen 3) to indicate it is in a Breed Development Programme (Gen will 
replace the previous SR identifier). In addition, the Secretary of the Federation shall maintain a Central 
Breed Development Programme Register for all Member or Provisional Member Body approved 
programmes. Member or Provisional Member Bodies shall inform the Secretary of the Federation within 
30 days following any approvals given. The Secretary of the Federation will circulate, to all Member or 
Provisional Member Bodies, approvals given. 

3.3. Member or Provisional Member Bodies shall register cats on their genotype. 
Note: Member or Provisional Member Bodies need to ensure that imported cats fulfil the requirements 
described in sub-clause 1.8. 

4. PREFIXES 

4.1. All Cattery Prefixes will be allocated and maintained at the discretion of the Member or Provisional 
Member Body. 

4.2. Every member of a Member or Provisional Member Body engaged in breeding pedigreed cats (or in a 
Breed Development Programme) must register a Cattery Prefix. 

4.3. Member or Provisional Member Bodies may charge an annual renewal fee or a once only fee to the registered 
owner(s) of the Prefix for maintaining such records. 

4.4. The prefix remains registered to the registered owner(s) theirs for life, provided however: 

4.4.1. the registered owner(s) with the written approval of all current owners (where applicable), may add or 
remove names during the life of the prefix; or 

4.4.2. the registered owner(s) with the written approval of all current owners (where applicable), may transfer the 
prefix to another person; or28 

4.4.3. that on the death of the holder of the Registered Prefix; any member of their family may apply for transfer 
of the prefix to their name or another person and subject to an annual renewal fee being paid (where 
applicable). 

4.5. Where a breeder resides in Australia their cattery prefix must be registered with a Cat registering body 
affiliated with an ACF (Inc.) or CCCA body or ANCATS in the first instance30. 

4.6. Prefixes shall consist of one word and shall not include hyphens, dashes, apostrophes or use names of 
towns, places, countries, notable persons, or common names that are misleading to sex, origin or 
relationship. 

4.7. Member or Provisional Member Bodies must clear prefix applications against the ACF (Inc.) database, 
those cleared will be then sent to the "central registry" for checking against their database to avoid 
duplicates. Only prefixes, with no details of 'owner' or Member or Provisional Member Body will be sent. 

5. APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION 

5.1. Application for registration of cats shall be accepted only for breeds recognised by the ACF (Inc.) or cats 
from a Breed Development Programme, as approved by the Member or Provisional Member Body. (refer 
to Clauses 9 and 10). 

5.2. Applications for the registration of a cat shall only be accepted if the breeder signs the breeders' 
declaration in the registration form. 

5.3. No cat shall be registered unless the litter in which it was born is recorded and the breeder has registered 
a Cattery Prefix, unless special permission of the Member or Provisional Member Body is obtained. Any 
litter resulting from multiple conceptions shall not be eligible for full registration unless DNA parentage 
evidence is produced to indicate correct parentage of individual kittens in the litter. 

5.4. In the case of kittens born of the same parturition but on different dates, the birth of the whole litter 
shall be taken as the day on which the first kitten was born. 
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5.5. Application for registration of every living kitten of a litter should be submitted on such forms as the 
Member or Provisional Member Body shall decide and all requested details must be submitted. 

5.6. The breeder’s prefix shall be included as the first word of the cats’ name. Use of hyphens, dashes and 
apostrophes are not permitted in the cats’ name. 

5.7. Each cat registered by the Member or Provisional Member Body shall be issued with a registration 
certificate giving details of its registration number, ownership, breeder, sex, breed, colour/pattern (written 
in full, in words), date of birth and parentage. Cats being transferred to owners outside the Member or 
Provisional Member Body’s jurisdiction shall be provided with a certified pedigree to four (4) generations; 
those cats being sent overseas shall have a certified pedigree to five (5) generations. Certified pedigrees 
must give details of its registration number, ownership, breeder, sex, breed, colour/pattern (written in full, 
in words), date of birth and parentage and must be signed by person authorised by the Member or Provisional 
Member Body. 

5.7.1. A four (4) generation pedigree is deemed to be: Parents, Grand Parents, Great Grand Parents and Great 
Great Grand Parents). 

5.7.2. Pedigrees of cats deriving from silver or smoke ancestry to retain (s) as part of the  registration number in 
perpetuity or until individuals are proven not to be silver, by DNA testing All tabby pattern [including 
with white] cats are to have their tabby pattern specified on registration/pedigree papers except for van 
patterned cats. 

Note: 
a) DNA testing for dominant Silver Inhibitor is available at the University of Missouri, US (Dr 

Leslie Lyons) and Petgeno, China (Judy Hao, whose husband Dr Boshi Wang, is researching silver 
in cats). Peer-reviewed scientific publications are awaited from both laboratories.   

b) The following caveats from the University of Missouri and Petgeno should be noted when 
interpreting Silver Inhibitor DNA test results: 

i) University of Missouri (Silver (Inhibitor) Genetic Testing in Domestic Cat Breeds // College 
of Veterinary Medicine (missouri.edu): The exact function of the silver DNA variant is not yet 
known and the gene that is disrupted is not yet determined. The test has over 90% accuracy. The 
laboratory wants to understand which gene is involved and if a recessive condition exists. 

ii) Petgeno (www.petgeno.com; email: service@catdogtest.com): In some records, it has 
been mentioned that there may be a hidden silver in cats in addition to the currently 
known dominant silver, but this has not been confirmed to date. If your cat is bred and 
two non-silver individuals give birth to a silver individual, Petgeno requests that you 
contact them. 

5.7.3. The term variant (var.) is used for a cat whose pedigree or genotype differs from the expected one for 
the breed. Unless stated otherwise in the ACF Inc. Breeding and Registration Rules, "var.” (variant) 
primarily refers to the progeny of an allowable mating of recognised longhair and shorthair cats. 
Because the longhair gene is a recessive gene to shorthair, the progeny would be variant shorthairs 
carrying longhair. 

When registering subsequent generations, the suffix “var.” is also used to denote a possible gene carrier, 
such as longhair, on the pedigree. Cats having "var." as part of their registration number are not 
considered a separate breed. 

In addition, the cat’s registration number, followed by “var.” may be written on pedigrees even though 
DNA testing has excluded the cat as a carrier of a particular gene, such as longhair. This is due to other 
unknown or untested genes and genetic elements in the longhair cat’s genotype that are passed on to 
their progeny. 

5.7.4. The term “[colour] and white” is to be replaced by “Bi-colour” or “Van” as applicable. The term 
“[colour] and white” shall only be used in breeds where there is no differentiation made in the standard, 
or in old pedigrees where the amount of white is not recorded42. 

https://cvm.missouri.edu/research/feline-genetics-and-comparative-medicine-laboratory/silver-inhibitor-genetic-testing-in-domestic-cat-breeds/
https://cvm.missouri.edu/research/feline-genetics-and-comparative-medicine-laboratory/silver-inhibitor-genetic-testing-in-domestic-cat-breeds/
http://www.petgeno.com/
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5.7.5. It is recommended the ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Bodies adopt EMS Codes on pedigrees 
[in addition to words]. 

5.8. Application for the registration of imported cats, or cats brought into the Member or Provisional Member 
Body's jurisdiction from other jurisdictions must be supported by the production of an Export or 
Certified Pedigree Certificate and/or such other evidence of identity as the Member or Provisional 
Member Body may require. Cats from overseas are required to be micro chipped to identify them and 
have the Country of origin shown on the pedigree ie ‘IMP UK’. 

5.9. Transfer of registration for cats bred outside the Member or Provisional Member Body's jurisdiction is 
not automatic; the Registrar will check pedigrees. Before importing a cat into the Member or Provisional 
Member Body's jurisdiction (whether for Full Registration or generational status), it is advisable to check 
the level of generation under the ACF (Inc.) system for registration. 

5.10. Member or Provisional Member Bodies are to ensure that cats or kittens transferring to another body are 
registered in the name of the new owner. Lodging of transfers is the responsibility of the breeder or 
previous owner in the case of re-sale. 

5.11. All Member or Provisional Member Bodies registrars be required to retain the original registering body’s 
full registration number and prefix it by their own Member or Provisional Member Body’s code and year 
of transfer. 

5.12. All Member or Provisional Member Bodies record conditions and/or restrictions placed on cats/kittens 
on registrations certificates. Any restrictions listed on registration documents are to be honoured by all 
registering bodies. 

5.13. Breeders must transfer a cat/kitten into a new owner/s name/s and provide a copy of the 
registration/pedigree to the new owner in every instance within three (3) months of the transfer taking 
place. The pedigree may be endorsed (pet only, showing etc) by the breeder through the registrar upon 
transfer.  

5.14. In order that the registrar is enabled to keep accurate records at all times, it is the responsibility of any 
owner to ensure that details kept by the registrar are correct, including any desexing, change of ownership 
details etc. 

5.15. All ACF (Inc.) Member or Provisional Member Bodies throughout Australia complete the transfer of 
cats within one month of receiving the paperwork, ensuring the registrar of the current Member or 
Provisional Member Body completes their paperwork in a timely manner. 

5.16. All kittens bred in Australia must be first be registered with a Cat registering body in the state where the 
kittens are born which is affiliated with an ACF (Inc.), a CCCA body ANCATS or Cats Australia 

6. FULL REGISTER 

6.1. The Full Register is for the purpose of recording the pedigrees of Fully Registered cats. To be classed as 
Full Register, cats must have at least four generations of immediate ancestry of the same Breed/Type. 
That is pedigrees which extend back for at least four generations of Fully Registered breeding, or which 
fulfil the requirements of the ACF (Inc.) Rules under Breed Development Programmes (and these cats 
having been transferred from Breed Development status). 

6.2. All pedigrees issued must bear the breed, colour and pattern (as applicable) written out in full (and 
generation number if applicable) for each cat entered on the pedigree. Pedigrees must be of at least four 
(4) generations (except where required otherwise by the Breeding Rules51), clearly legible and to be typed 
or computer generated with no deletions. Once on Full Register, a cat is no longer subject to checks and 
examinations of Breed Development Programme status but in some cases, test matings may be required by 
the Member or Provisional Member Body before Full Registration is permitted. 
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6.3. Full Registration implies not only that a cat conforms to the Standard of Points in some degree (even if 
of very poor type), but that it will transmit to its progeny the definitive type of its breed, (coat length and 
texture in any of the colour or pattern varieties recognised for the breed) and will not transmit alien or 
undesirable characteristics of this sort. 

6.4. If a new colour/pattern variety is admitted to Full Register, then by default all colour/pattern varieties 
consequent from matings with existing colour/pattern varieties should also be admissible, but they may 
be limited for a period to provisional status on a Provisional Standard with no challenge if the Member 
or Provisional Member Body so decides. 

6.5. In those breeds where a new variety of colour/pattern/coat texture/length of hair is regarded as 
undesirable or a serious fault, the potential carrier will not be accepted on Full Register until that potential 
has been eliminated to the satisfaction of the Member or Provisional Member Body. 

6.6. A cat or kitten having an ancestor which has been transferred by the breeder to the new owner on the 
Member or Provisional Member Body's Non-Breeding Form is not eligible for the Full Register unless 
written permission is received from the breeder of the "non- breeding" cat. 

7. RECOGNITION OF NEW BREEDS/VARIETIES 

7.1. There are 3 categories for recognition, each with varying requirements: 

7.1.1. New colours, hair length and texture in existing breeds. 
7.1.2. Totally new breeds developed under a Breed Development Programme in Australia (e.g. Ocicat, 

Australian Mist). 

7.1.3. Breeds, imported into Australia, already recognised, and bred in other countries with an established 
breed standard and breeding programme that will be followed in Australia. 

7.2. NEW COLOURS, HAIR LENGTH AND TEXTURE IN EXISTING BREEDS: 

7.2.1. Providing that after the original cross to attain new colour or pattern, the only matings are to the established 
breed (or to other cats of the same Breed Development Programme) and the cats conform to the norm for 
the breed at that time we envisage no problem with recognition. 

7.2.2. The Member or Provisional Member Body shall appoint a Committee to assess, and document progress 
of each generation5657. 

7.3. TOTALLY NEW BREEDS, DEVELOPED UNDER A BREED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME IN 
AUSTRALIA: 

7.3.1. The Member or Provisional Member Body shall approve a Breed Development Programme and appoint a 
Committee to assess and document progress of each generation. Detailed documentation specifying all 
stages of the program from its inception is required. There must be shown to be an adequate gene pool in 
this country to maintain health and viability. A veterinary report is an essential requirement to this end. 
Documentation (refer sub- clause 8.3.4), together with a proposed standard, several such cats are to be 
made available for inspection and assessment. 

7.4. BREEDS ALREADY RECOGNISED IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND IMPORTED INTO 
AUSTRALIA: 

7.4.1. Where a breed is recognised by a major world body and a cat/s has been imported into Australia for the 
first time. 

7.4.2. A cat imported on full register is accorded challenge status recognition when accepted under the provisions 
of sub-clauses 5.8 & 5.9. This status is to apply after the point at which ACF (Inc.) recognises the breed 
and has settled on a standard. 
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8. CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT AND RECOGNITION 

8.1. For All Categories 

8.1.1. All proposals for recognition in all categories are to be made to the ACF (Inc.) June General Meeting, by 
a Member or Provisional Member Body, (not by the individual breeder) which is responsible for 
assembling all documentation and submitting to the ACF (Inc.) Secretary well in advance of due date for 
motions to be submitted. 

8.1.1.1. Cats assessed display an overall similar appearance, distinguishing them as a distinct breed with specific 
characteristics. 

8.1.1.2. The breed has proven its ability to consistently produce itself in terms of type, colour, etc. 

8.1.1.3. Examples of the breed to be made available for inspection at the time of consideration for recognition at 
the ACF (Inc.) Judge’s Guild GM and/or at the ACF (Inc.) National Show before being considered for 
recognition at an ACF (Inc) General Meeting. High resolution images and/or videos of new breeds, 
varieties and coat colours and patterns can be considered when cats are unavailable 

8.1.2. Should the ACF (Inc.) Judges Guild AGM recommend to the ACF (Inc.) June General Meeting that Full 
Recognition with challenge status be granted to the new breed/variety, and it is confirmed by the ACF 
(Inc.) June General Meeting, this will be effective when subsequent agreement of the Minutes has been 
received from a majority of Member or Provisional Member Bodies. 

8.2. NEW COLOURS, HAIR LENGTH AND TEXTURE IN EXISTING BREEDS 

8.2.1. Type is characteristic of the breed, overall. 

8.2.2. Coat length/texture is in accordance with the standard. 

8.2.3. The required coat pattern/colour has been successfully produced in the majority of cats assessed by the 
Member or Provisional Member Body’s appointed Committee. 

8.2.4. Documentation provided is to cover assessment of each generation, together with information regarding 
the original outcross and generation status is seen as essential and should be presented with the proposal 
for recognition. 

8.3. NEW BREEDS DEVELOPED WITHIN AUSTRALIA: 

8.3.1. Breed Development Programmes should be approved by the relevant Member or Provisional Member 
Body and should be carefully supervised by the Member or Provisional Member Body (as detailed in 
Clauses 9 and 10). It is strongly recommended that, where possible, during development of the 
breed/variety, every cat in the program be examined by appropriate Senior Judges and a Veterinarian, and 
that more than one bloodline be established, either within that Member or Provisional Member Body or 
in conjunction with breeders in another Member or Provisional Member Body. 

8.3.2. On completion of the program to the satisfaction of the Member or Provisional Member Body, Full 
Register status may be granted but not necessarily, challenge status. 

8.3.3. Application for ACF (Inc.) recognition must be supported by detailed documentation. 

8.3.4. The documentation to be provided shall consist of: 

8.3.4.1. Proposed Standard of Points. 

8.3.4.2. Breeding Records, health, and DNA test reports. 

8.3.4.3. Pedigrees. 

8.3.4.4. Registrations with Generation numbers62; 

8.3.4.5. Progress Reports. 

8.3.4.6. Reports and recommendations by the Member or Provisional Member Body or their appointed 
Committee. 
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8.3.4.7. Reports from Judges of Assessment Classes. 

8.3.4.8. Photographs; and 
8.3.4.9. Exhibits representative of the new Breed. 

8.3.5. Special regulations apply to new breeds, developed in Australia by Members of the CCCA or other groups 
recognised by the ACF (Inc.) and will be assessed on their merits using the guidelines in this sub-clause 
8.3. 

8.4. BREEDS ALREADY RECOGNISED IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND IMPORTED INTO AUSTRALIA 

8.4.1. The documentation to be provided shall consist of: 

8.4.1.1. Report about the origin, history, health, genetics, and breeding rules of the breed. 

8.4.1.2. Proposed standard from the country of origin. 

8.4.1.3. Pictures of the cats, where the single parts of the body can be clearly seen and/or diagrams; and 
8.4.1.4. Detailed breed and colour-marked pedigrees, registrations etc. 

9. BREED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 

9.1. Breeding cats in these programmes is the production of new breeds and varieties by means of outcrossing 
to other breeds and the development of these breeds and varieties. The ultimate aim must be to produce 
a cat or cats which are acceptable on Full Register in a recognised breed/variety. (refer to clause 6) 

9.2. There are three possibilities: 

9.2.1. The breed variety already exists; the breeder is attempting to produce a new bloodline. It is most important 
for genetic diversity of a breed that this option is available to breeders of established breeds to combat 
factors such as closed studs and unforeseen events eg. disease outbreak that may reduce genetic diversity, 
health, and breed survival. 

9.2.2. A new colour, pattern variety or hair length of an existing breed; the standard for type exists and must be 
conformed with and the colour or pattern almost certainly exists in another breed, so the description can 
be incorporated into the standard for the new breed variety. 

9.2.3. A new breed, incorporating one or more colour/pattern varieties. 

9.3. The Member or Provisional Member Body must be convinced that the animals involved will give a 
reasonable chance of the objective being obtained and that healthy stock will be produced. 

9.4. It is required that all cats in these Breed Development Programmes be tested for all known genetic diseases 
for the breeds involved. Where there is a positive DNA test returned for a particular disease in breeding 
stock then sub-clause 1.11 is to be followed63.. 

9.5. The application to the Member or Provisional Member Body for a Breed Development Programme 
should specifically state the breed or variety that it is hoped to produce and the methods for developing 
the particular breed or variety. 

9.6. It will be the responsibility of the breeder to submit a detailed and comprehensive provisional standard 
of points for the new breed/variety for approval by the Member or Provisional Member Body; the 
provisional standard may be modified during or at the end of the development of the new breed/variety. 

9.7. It should be noted that one breeding program may include the possibilities of more than one variety being 
produced. In such a case the proposed program should specify multiple objectives, and, with forethought, 
the appropriate provisional standards can be readied in advance. Alternatively, the genetic ingredients may 
include some unknown elements, which may produce a surprise; in this case the breeder should apply to 
have an additional objective added to the approved program. 
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9.8. It is recommended that cats kept for breeding of each generation be inspected by Senior (or any 
qualified/experienced) Judges of the relevant breed group for guidance in choosing breeding cats. Where 
Senior Judges of the Member or Provisional Member Body are not available the judges can be from other 
Member or Provisional Member Bodies of ACF (Inc.). 

9.9. Full registration should only be granted at the fourth (or later) generation and only when the Member or 
Provisional Member Body and its Committee are convinced that the animals are typical of the programmed 
breed and of sound health. 

9.10. Ideally, there should be sufficient independent bloodlines to ensure the continued production of healthy 
animals. In addition to healthy stock, the production of more than one bloodline, should enable breeders 
and the Member or Provisional Member Body, to arrive at a suitable proposed standard of points by 
taking note of variations in such features as coat colour/pattern/texture/length, eye colour etc., that may 
arise in various bloodlines. 

9.11. Cats and kittens from these programmes to GEN I level, can be assessed in special classes by the Judges 
who must be given the proposed standard of points beforehand. Such written assessments not only guide 
the breeder and create an interest in the new breed/variety amongst the Cat Fancy but can also be kept 
as a record of its progress by the Member or Provisional Member Body. In addition, cats and kittens 
from these programmes may compete in classes against Full Register kittens and cats as per clause 13. 

9.12. It is of the utmost importance that genetically and in health any new breeds/varieties are proven by 
detailed documentation before recognition is given and that recognition is granted by all Member or 
Provisional Member Bodies at the same time. 

10. REGISTRATION OF CATS FROM BREED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 
10.1. The registration of kittens and cats from a Breed Development Programme shall have the generation 

number after the registration number. 
Note: Member or Provisional Member Bodies need to ensure that approved breeding programmes are 
registered on the ACF (Inc.) Central Breed Development Programme Register described in sub-clause 
3.2. 

10.2. Foundation Cats: means the felines used to start a new breed (Gen 0). 

10.3. Progeny resembling the intended breed or variety (prototypes) produced from mating Foundation to 
Foundation or back crossing to the basic breed type will be known as first generation (Gen 1) of the 
intended breed/variety. 

10.4. If, in the opinion of the Member or Provisional Member Body or a Committee appointed by the Member 
or Provisional Member Body, the progeny exhibits enough of the qualities required by the Standard for 
the Breed and are genetically capable of development, they will be registered as first generation of the new 
breed/variety and known as Gen 1. 

10.5. Although GEN 1 cats may be mated with cats on Full Register, the offspring will be only one generation 
more than the GEN 1 parent, e.g. the mating of a Gen 1 cat to a fully registered cat would produce Gen 
2 progeny. 

10.6. In certain breeds, dilutions of colour may appear in any generation. All colour variants of the same breed 
in one litter will be registered with the same generation number. 

10.7. Registrations will be grouped according to the breed aimed at, i.e. Longhair, Siamese-type etc. The 
generation number (denoted by Gen 1, Gen 2 etc.) will be included with the registration number and all 
pedigrees issued must include the Gen number as well as the breed/variety name written in full for each 
cat stated on the pedigree. 

10.8. The offspring of third generation cats (Gen 4) will be eligible for Full Register (that is without a Gen 
number), if, in the opinion of the Member or Provisional Member Body or its appointed Committee, they 
are typical of the programmed breed and of sound health. Breeders should apply in writing to have the 
new breed/variety accepted for Full Register. 
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10.9. Breeders may use Breed Development Programme stock bred outside the Member or Provisional Member 
Body's jurisdiction provided that proper records and registrations of the stock are obtained, and approval 
is given by the Member or Provisional Member Body for its use in the breeding program. 

10.10. Entire cats and kittens from a Breed Development Programme may be sold/transferred to breeder’s 
interstate, provided that breeder has an approved Breed Development Programme with their registering 
body and provided that the transfer is effected by the Member or Provisional Member Body's Registrar 
on the appropriate form. 

10.11. Any breach of the regulations will result in the cancellation of the approval for a Breed Development 
Programme and deregistration of all animals involved. The Member or Provisional Member Body may 
also proceed to take disciplinary action under its general Rules and Regulations.  

10.12. Generation Progression in a Breed Development Programme74: 

Generation 0 mating 
Gen 0 x Gen 0 = Gen 1 
Gen 0 x Gen 1 = Gen 1 
Gen 0 x Gen 2 = Gen 1 
Gen 0 x Gen 3 = Gen 1 Gen 0 
x Full Reg = Gen 1 

Generation 1 mating: Generation 2 mating: Generation 3 mating: 
Gen 1 x Gen 1 = Gen 2 Gen 2 x Gen 1 = Gen 2 Gen 3 x Gen 1 = Gen 2 
Gen 1 x Gen 2 = Gen 2 Gen 2 x Gen 2 = Gen 3 Gen 3 x Gen 2 = Gen 3 
Gen 1 x Gen 3 = Gen 2 Gen 2 x Gen 3 = Gen 3 Gen 3 x Gen 3 = Full Reg (Gen 4) 
Gen 1 x Full Reg = Gen 2 Gen 2 x Full Reg = Gen 3 Gen 3 x Full Reg = Full Reg (Gen 4) 

11. ALLOWABLE OUTCROSS 

11.1. Allowable Outcross: means a breed to which another breed may be mated without loss of generation 
status. 

11.2. Without loss of generation will apply unless there are specific directions to the contrary for a breed in 
the Breeding Rules Clause 14. 

11.3. An allowable outcross may be used to enhance desired characteristics and increase genetic diversity. If a 
gene pool is limited by low genetic diversity in the breed or a low number of breeding cats in the country 
then if an outcross is not permitted, it is likely genetic defects will occur more frequently. 

11.4. These may include established breeds as well as newer breeds that are still building up a gene pool. The 
ACF (Inc.) General Meeting (GM) will approve which breeds will be permitted outcrosses and what the 
permitted outcrosses for these breeds should be. Application for consideration of an outcross for a breed 
is to be made by a Member or Provisional Member Body for consideration at the ACF (Inc.) General 
Meeting. 

11.5. Allowable outcrosses are listed in the Breeding Rules clause 14. Any look-alike cats produced by such 
outcrossing will not at any time be returned either to the registry or show classes of the breed and/or 
breeds being used for outcrossing unless allowed in the clause 14. A condensed version of allowable 
outcrosses is also shown in the Breeders Notes in the ACF (Inc.) Breed standard. 

12. NOVICES 

12.1. A Novice cat means a cat taken from the domestic population: 

12.1.1. of a particular geographic area that a purebred breed is deemed to have originated, for example Korat, 
Norwegian Forest Cat, and Turkish Van, or an Australian domestic cat. 
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12.2. Novice cats may be accepted into breeds to increase genetic diversity for those breeds shown to have low 
genetic diversity or of having a low population of breeding cats such that there is a risk of a high inbreeding 
coefficient developing. The procedure for accepting a novice cat into a breeding program is that it must 
be judged as “excellent and typical of the breed standard” by at least two senior judges of the breed group. 

12.3. The cat must be in good health and: 

12.3.1. it must have any DNA test/s currently available for that breed. An Australian domestic cat must have the 
DNA tests available for all currently known diseases of cats. 

12.3.2. it is recommended that the cat is tested negative for Leukaemia virus and FIV (Feline Aids) before being 
added to the breeding program. 

12.3.3. a certified copy of the original Laboratory certificate results must be forwarded with the request for 
registration. 

12.4. It is recommended that selected cat/s be of good temperament and easily handled as temperament 
has a heritable genetic component. 

12.5. Once recognized as a “novice” for a certain breed this cat receives a blank pedigree and a registration 
number with the word novice in brackets after it. 

12.6. The novice cat then enters a Breed Development Programme as a foundation cat (Gen 0). 

13. ASSESSMENT OF NEW AND DEVELOPING BREEDS/VARIETIES 
13.1. Kittens and cats from Breed Development Programmes of ALL BREEDS may compete in classes with 

Full Register kittens and cats. Cats may be awarded the challenge/AOM certificate. A generation number 
is required on the challenge certificate, and this is incorporated as part of the cat’s registration number 
(refer sub-clause 10.1). that is recorded on the challenge certificate. 

13.2. Variant kittens from established Breed Programmes, Breed Development Programmes or Allowable 
Outcross Programmes may be shown as part of a complete litter in litter classes. 

13.3. The term Any Other Variety “AOV” is used to classify cats that are the registered offspring of registered 
parents but are not eligible to enter show classes because they do not have the official requirement for 
coat colour, coat length or other physical characteristics. 

14. BREED/TYPES RECOGNISED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CAT FEDERATION (Inc.) 

14.1. Unless stated otherwise [eg allowable outcross]84cats of one breed/type may not be mated to cats of 
another breed/type . 

14.2. Pointed to Patched matings are allowed in all breeds where both are accepted patterns. Where progeny 
are Pointed Bi-colours the colours accepted are all recognised Himalayan (Siamese) colours (including 
Torties) and white85. 

15.3. GROUP 1 
15.3.1 White to White matings are not allowed in any breed to reduce chance of deafness after 22 January 2026 
15.3.2 BIRMAN 
15.3.2.1 Pointed coat pattern (Seal, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Caramel & Apricot only and Tortie, 

Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke & Tortie Smoke point equivalents)  

15.3.3 MAINE COON 
15.3.3.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red, & Cream only)  
15.3.3.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver & Golden 

equivalents)  
15.3.3.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.3.3.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
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15.3.4 NEBELUNG94 
15.3.4.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Blue only) 
 Note:  

a) Allowable outcross: Russian Blue 
15.3.4.1.1 All Nebelung variants (ie. shorthair) maybe used in Nebelung breeding programmes with those not 

used to be desexed before homing as pets. 
15.3.4.1.2 Nebelung variants are not to be used in any Russian breeding programme. 

15.3.5 NEVA MASQUERADE 
15.3.5.1 Pointed coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red & Cream only) along with Tortie, Tabby, Tortie 

Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke, Tortie Smoke Point equivalents) 
15.3.5.2 Bi-colour pointed coat pattern 

Note:  
Neva Masquerade & Siberian may be freely intermated and their progeny entered in the appropriate 
register under their recognised breed/type. 

Interim note: Golden and Bimetallic cats and kittens (tabby, tipped, and shaded varieties) should not 
be penalised for displaying evidence of the Corin wideband gene, including lack of nose liner and pink 
nose, and/or virtual whitening/off-white/ivory around the whisker pads and chin, neck, chest, belly, 
and toes. Bimetallic cats and kittens have silver coats with areas of gold. Paw pads and tail tip 
correspond to the cat's base colour. 

15.3.6 NORWEGIAN FOREST CAT 
15.3.6.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red, Cream & Amber* [*only recognised this Breed]) 
15.3.6.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver, Amber & 

Golden equivalents)  
15.3.6.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.3.6.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 

15.3.7 PERSIAN (LONGHAIR) AND EXOTIC (SHORTHAIR) 
15.3.7.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Caramel & Apricot 

only)  
15.3.7.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted & Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver & 

Golden equivalents)  
15.3.7.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.3.7.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.3.7.5 Pointed coat pattern (including Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, 

Smoke & Tortie Smoke point equivalents) 
15.3.7.6 Any other variety 

Note:  
Persian/Exotic may be freely intermated and their progeny entered in the appropriate register under 
their recognised breed/hair length 

15.3.8 RAGDOLL 
15.3.8.1 Pointed coat pattern (Seal, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Caramel & Apricot only and Tortie, 

Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke & Tortie Smoke point equivalents)  
15.3.8.2 Bi-colour pointed coat pattern 
15.3.8.3 Mitted pointed coat pattern 
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15.3.9 SIBERIAN 
15.3.9.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red & Cream only) 
15.3.9.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver & Golden 

equivalents)  
15.3.9.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.3.9.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 

Note:  
a) Siberian & Neva Masquerade may be freely intermated and their progeny entered in the 

appropriate register under their recognised breed/pattern108 
Interim note: Golden and Bimetallic cats and kittens (tabby, tipped, and shaded varieties) should not 
be penalised for displaying evidence of the Corin wideband gene, including lack of nose liner and pink 
nose, and/or virtual whitening/off-white/ivory around the whisker pads and chin, neck, chest, belly, 
and toes. Bimetallic cats and kittens have silver coats with areas of gold. Paw pads and tail tip 
correspond to the cat's base colour. 

15.3.10 TURKISH ANGORA 
15.3.10.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red & Cream only) 
15.3.10.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only) 
15.3.10.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.3.10.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.3.11 TURKISH VAN 
15.3.11.1 Broken Colours coat pattern - Van (Black, Blue, Red & Cream only, and Tortie, Tabby & Tortie 

Tabby equivalents)110. 
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15.4 GROUP 2 
15.4.1 White to White matings are not allowed in any breed to reduce chance of deafness after 22 January 2026 
15.4.2 FOREIGN WHITE (Shorthair & Longhair)  

15.4.2.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White only) (Breed masks colour(s) - only displays as “solid” white pointed 
coat pattern) 

Note: 
a) Foreign White Shorthair and Longhair may be freely intermated. They may be also intermated 

with those in Group 2 Clause 14.2 & 14.4.4 and their progeny entered in the appropriate register 
under their recognised breed/type. 

b) Blue-eyed Whites from Oriental breeding may have their registration altered to Foreign White on 
the presentation of a DNA test result showing the genotype to be cscs (pointed) rather than CC 
(homozygous solid) or Ccs (heterozygous – solid carrying points). Swab to be taken from a 
micro chipped cat by a vet.  The result is to be recorded on the pedigree. 

c) Shorthaired progeny from Group 2 Shorthair x Group 2 Longhair matings to be identified with 
the suffix "var." in the registration number. Cats with "var." in the registration number are not 
considered a separate breed. 

15.4.3 ORIENTAL SHORTHAIR AND ORIENTAL LONGHAIR (formally Javanese)  
15.4.3.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, 

Caramel & Apricot only)  
15.4.3.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Marble, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded 

plus, Silver & Golden equivalents)  
15.4.3.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.4.3.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 

Note:  
a) Oriental Shorthair and Longhairs may be freely intermated. They may be also intermated with 

those in Group 2 Clause 14.4.1 & 14.4.4 and their progeny entered in the appropriate register 
under their recognised breed/type. 

b) Blue-eyed Whites from Oriental breeding may have their registration altered to Foreign White on 
the presentation of a DNA test result showing the genotype to be cscs (pointed) rather than CC 
(homozygous solid) or Ccs (heterozygous – solid carrying points). Swab to be taken from a 
micro chipped cat by a vet.  The result is to be recorded on the pedigree. 

c) Shorthaired progeny from Group 2 Shorthair x Group 2 Longhair matings to be identified with 
the suffix "var." in the registration number. Cats with "var." in the registration number are not 
considered a separate breed. 

15.4.4 PETERBALD  
15.4.4.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn 

Caramel & Apricot only)  
15.4.4.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted & Ticked only) 
15.4.4.3 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.4.4.4 Pointed/Mink/Sepia coat pattern (along with Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby & Bi-colour point 

equivalents) 
Note: 
a) Cats in this breed are recognised in the following coat types: naked, chamois, flock, and brush. 

Straight coated Peterbald cats may be used in breeding programmes but are only eligible to be 
judged as Any Other Variety (AOV) in assessment classes Any other will be noted as “AOV”.  
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b) Peterbald may be also intermated, with those in Group 2 Clause 14.4.2 & 14.4.4 (shorthair 
only) and their progeny entered in the appropriate register as Peterbald Progeny from such 
matings is not permitted back into the Siamese/Oriental gene pool but may be used in a Peterbald 
breeding program. 

c) Cats in this breed may also be mated with Don Sphynx (imported cats only). 

15.4.5 SIAMESE (Shorthair) and BALINESE (Longhair)  
15.4.5.1 Pointed coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, Caramel, & 

Apricot only along with Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke, Tortie 
Smoke & Bi-colour and Van equivalents). 
Note:  
a) Siamese & Balinese may be freely intermated. They also may be intermated, with those in Group 

2 Clause 14.4.1, & 14.4.2 and their progeny entered in the appropriate register under their 
recognised breed/type. 

b) Blue-eyed Whites from Oriental breeding may have their registration altered to Foreign White on 
the presentation of a DNA test result showing the genotype to be cscs (pointed) rather than CC 
(homozygous solid) or Ccs (heterozygous – solid carrying points). Swab to be taken from a 
micro chipped cat by a vet.  The result is to be recorded on the pedigree. 

c) Shorthaired progeny from Group 2 Shorthair x Group 2 Longhair matings to be identified with 
the suffix "var." in the registration number. Cats with "var." in the registration number are not 
considered a separate breed. 
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15.5 GROUP 3 
15.5.1 White to White matings are not allowed in any breed to reduce chance of deafness after 22 January 2026 
15.5.2 ABYSSINIAN (Shorthair) and SOMALI (Longhair) 
15.5.2.1 Ticked coat pattern (Tawny, Blue, Cinnamon, Fawn only & Silver Ticked equivalents)132 

Note:  
a) Abyssinian & Somali may be freely intermated. Progeny resulting from matings between 

Abyssinian x Abyssinian or Abyssinian x Somali will be recognised as full register and entered 
in the appropriate register under their recognised breed/variety. 

b) All shorthaired kittens from matings of Abyssinian x Somali to be identified with the suffix "var" 
on their registration number. Cats having "var." as part of their registration number are not 
considered a separate breed. 

c) Abyssinian/Somali progeny resulting from matings with silver Abyssinian/Somalis to have the 
following notation included on all subsequent pedigrees “This cat has Silver Abyssinian/Somali 
in its ancestry”. 

15.5.3 AUSTRALIAN BOMBAY - CEASED RECOGNITION 2013 
15.5.3.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black only) 

Note: 
a) Allowable outcross: Brown Burmese (Australian). 
b) Consequential to ceasing recognition, Breeders of current registered Australian Bombay’s to make 

a one-time decision for their current cats to be registered as Bombay or Mandalay. 
15.5.4 AMERICAN CURL (Shorthair and Longhair)  
15.5.4.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, 

Caramel & Apricot only)  
15.5.4.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only and Silver equivalents)  
15.5.4.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.4.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-Colour & Van) 
15.5.4.5 Pointed/Mink/Sepia coat pattern 

Note:  
a) American Curl shorthairs/longhairs may be outcrossed with Domestic shorthairs/longhairs. All 

curled ear progeny resulting from such matings will be recognised as American Curl according 
to hair length. Straight-eared kittens will be registered as American Curl A.O.V. and may be 
used in the breeding programme. 

b) Domestics used in the breeding programme must be recorded (registered refer clause 12). 
15.5.5 AMERICAN SHORTHAIR 
15.5.5.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red and Cream only) 
15.5.5.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Ticked Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver equivalents)  
15.5.5.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.5.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 

15.5.6 AUSTRALIAN MIST (formally Spotted Mist) 
14.5.6.1 Tabby coat pattern (Spotted and Marble only) (Brown, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Caramel, Gold 

(cinnamon) & Peach (fawn) only)   
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15.5.7 BENGAL 
15.5.7.1 Tabby coat pattern (Spotted, Marble,  Charcoal) (Brown, Blue, Seal (Pointed, Sepia & Mink] 

Charcoal & Silver equivalents)  

15.5.8 BOMBAY 
15.5.8.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black only) 

Note:  
a) Allowable outcross: Black American Shorthair and Brown (sable) Burmese (American). 
b) Not to be mated with Burmese or Mandalay. 
c) All breeding cats are to be DNA tested for and proven negative for diseases currently known 

to exist in that Breed for which DNA testing is currently available. Microchip detail to be 
provided to confirm accurate identification. 

15.5.9 BRITISH SHORTHAIR & LONGHAIRSolid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, 
Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon,  
Fawn, Caramel & Apricot only)  

15.5.9.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded152 only plus  
 Silver & Golden equivalents)  

15.5.9.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.9.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-Colour & Van) 
15.5.9.5 Pointed coat pattern (including Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, 
15.5.9.6 Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke & Tortie Smoke, Silver & Golden Tipped and Shaded Point equivalents 

Note: 
Persian may be used in the development of British Longhair but only under a supervised Breed 
Development programme. 
a) Breeders are recommended to DNA test British Shorthair cats for the longhair gene. This 

recessive gene may be present in untested cats that have Persian heritage as well as in imported cats 
that have British Longhair (BLH) heritage. BLH cats are also known as Highland cats (HIG) in 
the European Cat Fancy and the Britannica in some organisations. 

b) No imported cat should be registered British Shorthair or British Longhair if they have breeds 
other than the ACF (Inc.) accepted outcrosses within the last five (5) generations in their pedigree 
Member or Provisional Member Bodies may register imported British Shorthair or British 
Longhair cats that have non-accepted outcross breeds in their five (5)-generation pedigree, in an 
approved Breed Development Programme for British Shorthair. 

c) Where a British Shorthair or British Longhair is allowed as an outcross for another breed the 
progeny will not be recognised as a British Shorthair or British Longhair. 

d) Where another breed has been used in a British Shorthair or British Longhair mating under an 
approved Breed Development Programme for any breed including British Shorthair or British 
Longhair, the progeny of such a mating will be identified with the EMS code to identify the non-
British Shorthair or non-British Longhair breed genotype after the registration number ad 
infinitum. 

e) British Shorthair and Longhairs may be freely intermated. Progeny resulting from matings 
between British Shorthair x British Shorthair or British Shorthair x British Longhair will be 
recognised as full register and entered in the appropriate register under their recognised 
breed/variety.  

f) All shorthaired kittens from matings of British Shorthair x British Longhair to be identified with 
the suffix "var" on their registration number. Cats having "var." as part of their registration 
number are not considered a separate breed. 
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Interim note: Golden cats and kittens (tabby, tipped, and shaded varieties) should not be penalised 
for displaying evidence of the Corin wideband gene, including a lack of nose liner and pink nose 
and/or virtual whitening/off-white/ivory around the whisker pads and chin, neck, chest, belly, and 
toes. Paw pads and tail tip correspond to the cat's base colour. 

15.5.10 BURMESE (American Contemporary type)160 
15.5.10.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Brown (sable), Blue, Chocolate (Champagne) and Lilac (Platinum) 

only)  
Note:  
American Contemporary Burmese type imported into Australia, is recognised as a separate breed to 
the Australian/European Burmese; and is allowed as an outcross as part of an approved Breed 
Development Programme with Australian/European Burmese. 

15.5.11 BURMESE (Australian/European type) 
15.5.11.1 Sepia Colour coat pattern (ie. Sepia cbcb) (Brown, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, & Cream   only)  
15.5.11.2 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie and Ticked Tabby) 

Note:  
a) American Contemporary Burmese type imported into Australia, is recognised as a separate breed to 

the Australian/European Burmese; and is allowed as an outcross as part of an approved Breed 
Development Programme. 

b) That Burmese and Mandalay cbcb to be registered as Burmese & C/- or C/cb registered as Mandalay) 
Offspring from any Mandalay/Mandalay or Burmese/Mandalay mating shall be registered depending 
on phenotype 

c) All cats used as outcrosses must be DNA tested for all health tests available for Burmese (American); 
British Shorthair and Burmese (i.e., breeds used to achieve the Mandalay). They also need to test 
positive for cbcb and negative for colours not currently recognised in Burmese by ACF (Inc.). Cats 
negative by parentage are excluded from that requirement, although it is good practice to routinely 
DNA test kittens and breeding cats 

d) Burmese from a program with American Burmese have an (A) appended to their registration in 
perpetuity and those from a Mandalay similarly have an (M) appended to their registration in 
perpetuity. This allows breeders to identify these lines when purchasing breeding cats in the future. 

e) Burmese from tabby breeding to have a (T for tabby) and (s for silver) appended to their registration 
in perpetuity to allow breeders to identify these lines when purchasing breeding cats in the future. 

f) Burmese imported from overseas bodies must be DNA tested to ensure they do not carry colours not 
recognised by ACF, eg: Russet, Cinnamon, Fawn, Caramel, Apricot 

15.5.12 BURMILLA (Shorthair & Longhair) 
15.5.12.1 Tipped/Shaded coat pattern in both Silver and Golden (Black, Brown, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, 

Caramel, Red, Cream, Apricot only and Tortie equivalents)  
Note:  
a) Allowable outcross Burmese (Australian/European) All tipped/shaded coat pattern progeny 

resulting from such matings will be recognised as Burmilla. 
b) All sepia pattern kittens will be registered as Burmilla A.O.V. and may be used in the breeding 

programme. These are not to go back into the Burmese gene pool. 

15.5.13 CORNISH REX 
15.5.13.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, 

Caramel & Apricot only)  
15.5.13.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver & Golden 

equivalents)  
15.5.13.3 Smoke coat pattern 



ACF (Inc.) By-Laws Part 2 – Breeding and Registration Rules 

Page 25 of 32 
Updated: June 2026 

15.5.13.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-Colour & Van) 
15.5.13.5 Pointed coat pattern (including Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby, Silver Tortie Tabby, 

Smoke & Tortie Smoke point equivalents) 
15.5.13.6 Mink coat pattern (Solid and Tortie colours only) 

15.5.14 DEVON REX 
15.5.14.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon,  

Fawn, Caramel & Apricot only) 
15.5.14.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver &  

Golden equivalents) 
15.5.14.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.14.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.5.14.5 Pointed coat pattern (including Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby,  

Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke & Smoke Tortie point equivalents) 
15.5.14.6 Mink coat pattern (Solid and Tortie colours only) 

15.5.15 EGYPTIAN MAU  
15.5.15.1 Tabby coat pattern (spotted only) (Black [bronze]. Black Silver & Black Smoke only)  

15.5.16 JAPANESE BOBTAIL (Shorthair) and (Longhair) 
15.5.16.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red & Cream only) 
15.5.16.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic and Mackerel only) 
15.5.16.3 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour and Tri-colour) 

15.5.17 KORAT 
15.5.17.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Blue only)  

Note: Records to be kept for all progeny other than blue from Korat matings. 
15.5.18 LA PERM (Shorthair and Longhair)  
15.5.18.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon,  

Fawn, Caramel & Apricot)  
15.5.18.1.1 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver equivalents)  
15.5.18.2 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.18.3 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-Colour & Van) 
15.5.18.4 Pointed/Mink/Sepia coat pattern 
15.5.18.5 Karpati coat pattern (Solid, Tabby, Shaded & Pointed)  

Note:  
a) La Perm may be outcrossed with Domestic shorthairs/longhairs All curly progeny resulting from 

such matings will be recognised as La Perm according to hair length. Straight-coated kittens will 
be registered as La Perm A.O.V. and may be used in the breeding programme. 

b) Domestics used in the breeding programme must be recorded (registered refer to clause 12)  

15.5.19 LYKOI 
NOTE - From the 1st of January 2027, the Lykoi breed will no longer be accepted for breeding and 
registration. However, existing registered cats as at that date may continue to be shown 

15.5.19.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black Roan only) 
Note:  
a) Permissible Outcrosses: Solid black Domestic Shorthair. Due to the limited gene 

 pool available, any cat naturally born to have the sparse hairless and roan, regardless of show 
standard, can be used for breeding only. They can be used in showing if they meet the standard. 
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b) Breeders are to provide health reports to the relevant Member Body and the ACF Secretary 
and continue DNA testing as appropriate for consideration at the Annual June ACF (Inc) 
GM. 

c) Domestics used in the breeding programme must be registered (refer clause 12). 

15.5.20 MANDALAY 
15.5.20.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn 

 Caramel & Apricot)  
15.5.20.2 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie and Ticked Tabby) 

Note:  
a) The non sepia offspring of Mandalay programs are not allowed to be introduced to the Burmese gene 

pool. 
b) Sepia offspring of Mandalay programmes to be designated Burmese with no restrictions added to the 

registration. 
c) Offspring used in Burmese breeding programs must be DNA tested to confirm Cb/Cb, must not carry 

colours not recognised by ACF, and must not carry longhair. 
d) Offspring registered as Burmese are eligible for breeding in Burmese programmes and competing in 

the Burmese breed group at Championship level. 
15.5.21 MANX (Shorthair) and Cymric (Longhair)  
15.5.21.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Red & Cream only) 
15.5.21.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver & Golden 

equivalents) 
15.5.21.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.21.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bicolour & Van) 

Note:  
a) Manx/Cymric may be mated: 

i) with British Shorthairs and British Longhair but only every alternate generation; and 
ii) except for chocolate, lilac, cinnamon, fawn, caramel, and apricot-coloured cats and those 

indicating hybridization with Himalayan coat pattern [ie Siamese colour restriction] and 
Abyssinian ticked tabby, to take effect from 1 January 2016. 

iii) within the breed group, except for Rumpy x Rumpy. 
iv) but under no circumstances to domestic non-pedigree cats. 

b) For breeding purposes, only the Manx/Cymric breed group comprises the following tail lengths: 
i) Rumpy, 
ii) Rumpy Riser (a rise of bone at the end of the spine which does not stop the hand)  
iii) Stumpy (maximum length of tail 3cm) 
iv) Tailed these cannot be used with British Shorthairs or British Longhairs or any British 

Shorthair or British Longhair program 
c) Rumpy and Rumpy Riser are judged together and Stumpy in their own classes. Tailed are not 

shown. 
d) Important: The Manx taillessness gene can have serious health and welfare complications. 

Therefore, it is highly recommended that new Manx or Cymric breeders read the ACF (Inc.) Policy 
for Breeding Manx and Cymric and undertake to have an experienced Manx or Cymric breeder as 
a mentor and work closely with their veterinarian  Appendix 1, 

e) The GCCF Manx breeding policy can be found by entering ‘Manx’ in the Search box on the GCCF 
home page: http://www.gccfcats.org  

  

http://www.gccfcats.org/
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15.5.22 MUNCHKIN 
15.5.22.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (White, Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream) 
15.5.22.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus Silver equivalents) 
15.5.22.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.22.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.5.22.5 Pointed coat pattern 

Note:  
a) Allowable outcross Domestic Shorthair and Longhair. 
b) All Munchkin variants (ie normal leg length) maybe used in Munchkin breeding programmes 

with those not used to be desexed before homing as pets. 
c) Munchkins are not to be used in other Breed programs. 
d) A Policy for Breeding Munchkins is attached    Appendix 3 

15.5.23 OCICAT 
15.5.23.1 Tabby coat pattern (Spotted only) (Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Cinnamon & Fawn only 
plus Silver equivalents)  
Note:  
a) Allowable outcross Abyssinian (including Silver), for kittens born before 31/12/2030. 
b) Cats with a Classic Tabby pattern are classed as Any Other Variety [AOV]. They: 

i) can be shown in assessment classes (litter/kittens/cats) 
ii) cannot be awarded a challenge (ie adults can be shown only in assessment classes); but 
iii) can be used in breeding programs. 

15.5.24 PIXIEBOB (Shorthair and Longhair)  
15.5.24.1 Tabby coat pattern (Brown spotted only) 

15.5.25 RUSSIAN 
15.5.25.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black, Blue & White only)  

15.5.26 SCOTTISH FOLD (Shorthair & Longhair) and SCOTTISH SHORTHAIR & LONGHAIR 
15.5.26.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, Caramel & 

Apricot only) 
15.5.26.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus  

Silver and Golden equivalents)  
15.5.26.3 Smoke coat pattern 
15.5.26.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.5.26.5 Pointed coat pattern (including Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby Silver Tortie Tabby, 

Smoke & Tortie Smoke point equivalents) 
Note:  
a) A cat with folded ears is a Full Register Fold if it is produced from: 
b) Fold to Scottish Shorthair (ie. straight eared offspring of Fold) 
c) Fold to British Shorthair or British Longhair 
d) Fold to American Shorthair and that an unbroken line of Scottish Folds is evident through the whole 

pedigree. ie. at least four (4) generations from the original outcross. 
e) Scottish Fold to Scottish Fold mating is not permitted. 
f) The Scottish Shorthair and/or Scottish Longhair may only be bred with Scottish Fold or Scottish 

Shorthair. They cannot be used with British Shorthair or British Longhair or American Shorthair 
or in any British Shorthair or British Longhair or American Shorthair program. 
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Important: The fold ear gene can have serious health and welfare complications. Therefore, it is highly 
recommended that new Scottish Fold breeders read the ACF Policy for Breeding Scottish Fold and 
undertake to have an experienced Scottish Fold breeder as a mentor and work closely with their 
veterinarian.        Appendix 2 

15.5.27 SELKIRK REX (Shorthair & Longhair)  
15.5.27.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn,  

Caramel & Apricot only). 
15.5.27.2 Tabby coat pattern (Classic, Mackerel, Spotted, Ticked, Tipped & Shaded only plus 

 Silver and Golden equivalents). 
15.5.27.3 Smoke coat pattern. 
15.5.27.4 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van). 
15.5.27.5 Pointed coat pattern. 

Note:  
Selkirk Rex may be outcrossed with British Shorthair, British Longhair and American Shorthair. 
Selkirk Rex may be outcrossed with Persians or Exotic Shorthairs until 1st January 2026. All curly 
progeny resulting from such matings will be recognised as Selkirk Rex according to hair length. 
Straight-coated kittens will be registered as Selkirk Rex A.O.V. and may be used in the breeding 
programme. Any straight coated kittens/cats not required for breeding must be desexed before leaving 
the breeder/owner’s 
possession. They cannot be used with British Shorthair or British Longhair in any British Shorthair or 
British Longhair programme 

15.5.28 SINGAPURA 
15.5.28.1 Ticked coat pattern (Brown only)  

15.5.29 SNOWSHOE 
15.5.29.1 Pointed coat pattern (Seal, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Caramel & Apricot only along with 

Tortie, Tabby, Tortie Tabby, Silver Tabby Silver Tortie Tabby, Smoke & Tortie Smoke point 
equivalents) 

15.5.29.2 Bi-colour coat pointed pattern 
15.5.29.3 Mitted coat pointed pattern 

Note: 
a) Snowshoes may be outcrossed with Siamese and suitable Domestic Shorthairs within an 

approved Breed Development Programme. Any kittens/cats not required for breeding must be 
desexed before leaving the breeder/owner’s possession. 

b) Domestics used in the breeding programme must be recorded (registered refer clause 12)  
15.5.30 SPHYNX 
15.5.30.1 Solid Colour coat pattern (Black, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, Caramel & 

Apricot only) 
15.5.30.2 Tabby coat pattern 
15.5.30.3 Broken Colours coat pattern (Tortie, Bi-colour & Van) 
15.5.30.4 Pointed/Mink coat pattern 
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15.5.31 TONKINESE 
15.5.31.1 Mink coat pattern (ie Burmese/Siamese intermediate colour expression) Seal, Blue, Chocolate, Lilac, 

Red, Cream, Cinnamon, Fawn, Caramel & Apricot only plus Tortie equivalents. 
15.5.31.2 Sepia coat pattern (ie Burmese colour expression cbcb)235236/Pointed coat pattern (ie Siamese pattern 

colour expression cs cs) (Solid colours only)237. 
Note: 
a) Outcrossing to Burmese or Siamese (with or without Oriental cat heritage) is only permitted when an 

outcross has not occurred in the previous generation (ie. Tonkinese with a Burmese or Siamese parent 
are not to be outcrossed with Burmese or Siamese) 

b) Ticked tabby Burmese are not to be used in Tonkinese breeding programs. Except within an approved 
Breed Development Programme for tabby Tonkinese. 

c) Siamese with white spots or patches, bi-colour, or van patterns cannot be used in Tonkinese breeding 
programs.  

d) Silver Siamese cannot be used in Tonkinese breeding programs. It is recommended that Siamese with 
known silver heritage not be used in Tonkinese breeding programs. Except under ACF Member Body 
supervision that adds (s) to kitten registration numbers and recommends DNA testing for Silver 
Inhibitor (refer to subclause 5.7.2).  

e) Tabby point Siamese are not to be used in Tonkinese breeding programs. Except within an approved 
Breed Development Programme for tabby Tonkinese.  

f) The offspring of Tonkinese programs are not to be introduced to other breed programs. 

15.5.32 TOYGER 
15.5.32.1 Tabby coat pattern (Brown modified mackerel only). 

Note: 
a) There is to be DNA testing for the Longhair gene. 
b) Not to be bred in silver. 

15.6 GROUP 4 Companion Cats (domestic and part pedigree). 

15.6.9 All colours, patterns, longhair & shorthair. 
15.6.2 Do not penalise:  

(a) cats that are blind, missing one or both eyes provided the cat is confident in its environment.  
(b) cats with missing legs; or  
(c) other deformities not effecting the overall good health or well-being of the cat. Cats that appear to 

resemble ACF non-recognised breeds with more than one structural or ‘hairless’ mutation (i.e. two or 
more mutations that affect bone or cartilage or result in a hairless appearance) are not eligible for 
awards
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EMS BREED CODING SYSTEM 

The FIFe’s Easy Mind System (EMS) simplifies and replaces the combination of letters and numbers used to identify cats. Below is the 
coding as it applies to ACF recognised Breeds/Colours/Patterns. 

RECOGNISED BREEDS: 
The first part of the EMS code, written in uppercase letters, denotes the breed. 
 
Group 1: 
Birman (breed is actually ‘Sacred Birman’) SBI 
Exotic Shorthair    EXO 
Maine Coon    MCO 
Neva Masquerade    NEM 
Nebelung     NEB 
Norwegian Forest    NFO 
Ragdoll     RAG 
Persian     PER 
Siberian     SIB 
Turkish Angora    TUA 
Turkish Van    TUV 
Group 2: 
Balinese     BAL 
Foreign White (longhair)   BAL w 67 
Foreign White (shorthair)   SIA w 67 
Oriental (longhair)    OLH 
Oriental (shorthair)   OSH 
Peterbald     PEB 
Siamese     SIA 
Group 3: 
Abyssinian    ABY 
American Curl (longhair)   ACL 
American Curl (shorthair)   ACS 
American Shorthair    AMS 
Australian Mist    AUM 
Bengal    BEN 
Bombay (Shorthair USA derived)  BOM 
British Longhair    BLH 
British Shorthair    BSH240 

Burmilla Shorthair    BML 
Burmilla Longhair    BML 81## 
Burmese (American Style)   BUA## 
Burmese    BUR 
Japanese Bobtail Longhair   JBL241 
Japanese Bobtail Shorthair   JBT 
Cornish Rex    CRX 
Cymric     CYM 
Devon Rex    DRX 
Egyptian Mau    MAU 
Korat    KOR 
LaPerm Longhair    LPL LaPerm 
Shorthair    LPS 
Lykoi    LYO 
Mandalay    MDY## 
Manx    MAN 
Munchkin (Longhair)   MUL 
Munchkin (Shorthair)   MUS 
Ocicat    OCI 
Pixiebob (Longhair)    PXL## 
Pixiebob (Shorthair)    PXS## 
Russian    RUS 
Scottish Fold (Longhair)   SFL## 
Scottish Fold (Shorthair)   SFS## 

Scottish Longhair    SCL## 
Scottish Shorthair    SCS## 
Selkirk Rex (longhair)   SRL 
Selkirk Rex (shorthair)   SRS 
Singapura    SIN 
Snowshoe    SNO 
Somali     SOM 
Sphynx     SPH 
Tonkinese    TOS 
Toyger     TGR242 

RECOGNISED COLOURS: 
The second part of the EMS code, which identifies a cat’s 
colour, is always written in lower case letters. 
a = blue 
b = chocolate c = lilac 
d = red 
e = cream 
f = black tortie  
g = blue tortie 
h = chocolate tortie 
j = lilac tortie 
m = dilute modifier colour (Dm) 
am = caramel (blue based)  
cm = caramel (lilac based)  
pm = caramel (fawn based) 
gm = caramel tortie (blue based) 
jm = caramel tortie (lilac based) 
rm = caramel tortie (fawn based) 
em = apricot (based on cream)  
ea *m = apricot (blue based*) 
ec *m = apricot (lilac based) 
ep *m – apricot (fawn based) 
n = black 
o = cinnamon 
 p = fawn 
q = cinnamon tortoiseshell 
 r = fawn tortoiseshell 
s = silver 
u = corin 
w = white 
x = any unrecognised colour 
 y = golden 
nt = amber (only NFO) 
at = light amber (only NFO 
ft = amber tortie (only NFO) 
gt = light amber tortie (only NFO) 
#subject to CFA coding for tri- colour [mi-ke JBT]. 
  

‘n’ comes from the French noir, 
meaning black. Includes full 
expression Burmilla; seal (in 
Himalayan patterned cats), brown (in 
Bengal, Burmese, some Burmilla [n 31] 
and Tonkinese [n 32]) tawny (in 
Abyssinian, Somali and Ocicat). 
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RECOGNISED PATTERNS 
The third part of the EMS code, which identifies a cat’s 
pattern, is also written in lower case letters. 
01 = van 
02 = harlequin (not an ACF pattern) 03 = bicolour 
04 = mitted (only applicable to Ragdoll and Snowshoe##) 
05 = snowshoe (only applicable to Snowshoe) 
 09 = unspecified amount of white (eg: locket)  
11 = shaded 
12 = tipped (shell) 
14 = Charcoal 
21 = unspecified tabby pattern  
22 = classic (blotched) tabby 
23 = mackerel tabby 
24 = spotted tabby  
25 = ticked tabby  
28 = Karpati 
31 = Burmese pattern (cbcb) 
32 = Mink (FIFe ‘Tonkinese’) pattern (cbcs) 
33 = Himalayan (pointed) pattern 
34 = Roan (amelanistic hair) only applicable to Lykoi) 
Note: Tonkinese: In ACF, we recognise this breed, whereas FIFe 
does not and uses the breed name to indicate mink pattern in the 
breeds in which it occurs. 

RECOGNISED EYE COLOURS 
The next element of the EMS code is a numerical 
designation for eye colour, which must be used with 
breeds that are judged in separate classes according to 
eye colour.  
61 = blue eyed  
62 = orange eyed  
63 = odd eyed 
64 = green 
65 = Burmese eye colour  
66 = Mink (Tonkinese cbcs) eye colour 
 67 = Siamese eye colour 

BREED SPECIFIC CODES 

These codes have been developed for breeds that have special 
characteristics: 
Tail Codes 
Codes that apply to only the Manx and its 
longhaired counterpart, the Cymric to indicate the 
amount of tail. 
51 = rumpy (no tail) 
52 = rumpy riser (a tiny rise in the bone at the end of the spine) 
53 = stumpy (a rudimentary tail not longer than 3-4 cm [1.2 to 
1.6 inches]) 
54 = longie (a regular or near regular tail these cats are used for 
breeding but may not be shown) 
Ear Codes: 
Codes that designate the ear type 
The American Curl in both short and longhaired versions 
which although having a “curled ear” may produce straight 
eared offspring.  
71 = straight ears  
72 = curled ears 

NOTE: The ear code is not applied to the Scottish 
Fold in both short and long-haired versions which 
may also produce straight eared offspring although it 
has a folded ear itself as ACF recognises the straight 
eared variety as a separate breed Scottish 
Shorthair/Longhair. 

Coat Codes:  
81 = LH (only applicable to PEB, BML ##) 
  82 = SH (only applicable to PEB) 
83 = Brush (only applicable to PEB) 
84 =Straight (only applicable to LPS/LPL & SRS/SRL##) 

Toe code: 

91 = Polydactyl (Pixiebob only) ## 
## subject to change, pending FIFe approval 
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EMS USER GUIDE 

As applicable to ACF recognised Breeds colours patterns. A grey 
background in the text is used to highlight examples. 

General principles and restrictions Please note the following general 
principles and restrictions: 

• An asterisk [*] stands for any information according to the EMS 
System. 

• Individual EMS codes will always be separated from other by a 
space unless indicated otherwise. 

• Individual EMS codes are always shown in ascending order. 
• If a breed is limited to only one specific occurrence of a trait, the 

code for this trait is never used in that full EMS code. 
Breeds 
The names of the breeds are always indicated in three capital letters. 
PER BRI 
Non-recognised breeds (non) 
If the cat belongs to a non-recognised breed, always put ‘non’ after the 
breed code. 
AMW non (eg American Wirehair) 
Non-recognised varieties (x) 
If the cat belongs to a non-recognised variety, write an ‘x’ before the colour 
code. 
MCO x am 
Colours (a, b, c, etc.) 
The colour codes are always indicated in lower case letters BRI a   
NFO nt   
Note: the codes for amber (*t) are only applicable to NFO. If the cat’s 
breed to limited to only one colour and the cat doesn’t show any 
pattern, don’t use any colour code. BOM (and not BOM n) 
Silver (s) / golden (y) 
If the cat shows silver or golden, it will always have a lower case ‘s’ or ‘y’, 
which is, [except in the case of amber (*t)], not separated by a space from 
its main colour code. 
PER *s BRI *y 
The code for silver or for golden may not be used for hairless breeds 
(SPH & PEB), regardless of the cat’s genotype. Dilute modifier (m) 
The code for dilute modifier is not separated by a space from its main 
colour code. 

Amount of White (01-09) 
If the cat shows an amount of white, write the code for that amount of 
white. 

 
BRI *03 
Code 04 is only applicable to RAG 
Code 05 is only applicable to SNO If the cat’s breed is limited to only one 
kind of white spotting, do not use any code. TUV * (and not TUV * 01) 
Tabby Patterns (11, 12, 21-25) 
If the cat is agouti, the code for the pattern code must be indicated. 
PER *11 BRI *22 
If the cat’s breed is limited to only one pattern, do not use any additional 
code for pattern 
ABY n (and not ABY n 25) Exception is 
OCI * 24 
If the cat’s breed is limited to only one colour/pattern, do not use any 
additional code for colour nor for pattern. 
SIN (and not SIN n 25) 
The tabby pattern for cats with an amount of white 03 or 09 must be 
identifiable (22-25) and the code 21 may not be used. 
PER * 03 22 (and not PER * 03 21) CRX * 09 24 (and not CRX * 03 
21) Since it is often hard to determine the kind of tabby pattern, code 21 
must always be used in case of: 

• Tabby pointed or hairless breeds RAG * 04 21 (and not RAG *04 
22 
SPH * 03 21 (and not SPH *03 24) 

• Tabby cats with the amount of white 01, including tabby TUV 
PER * 01 21 (and not PER *01 22) TUV *21 (and not TUV * 23) 
The codes of 11, 12, & 22 to 25 may not be used here, regardless of the 
cat’s genotype or phenotype. 

Pointed patterns (31-33) 
If the cat is pointed, you must use the appropriate code 
PER * 33 SPH * 32 
If the cat’s breed is limited to only one pointed variety, do not use any 
code for pointed 
BUR * (and not BUR * 31) SIA * (and not SIA * 33) 

Tail (51-54) 
These codes are only applicable to MAN and CYM. 
Code 54 is a non-recognised variety for showing for MAN/ 
CYM. 
MAN x * 54 
Eye Colour (61-67) 
The code for eye colour must be used if: 

• The cat is white (w); or 
• The cat is non-pointed; and has an amount of white 

(01) 
PER * 01 63 TUV * 62 
The code for eye colour also must be used for EXO, PER or BRI 
if; 

• The cat is a silver tabby (**s 2*); and 
• Its variety is not limited to one eye colour. 

PER * s 22 62, PER * s 22 64 BRI * 03 24 62, BRI * s 
03 24 64 
The code for eye colour is never used if: 

• The cats’ breed is ABY, BEN, BML, OCI or SOM; or 
• The cat’s breed is limited to only one eye colour. 

BUR * (and not BUR * 65) RUS (and not RUS * 
64) The exception is: 
SIA/BAL w 67 (and not SIA/BAL w) 

• The cat’s variety is limited to only one eye colour. 
PER * 03 (and not PER * 03 62 BRI a (and not BRI a 
62 
MAU ns 24 (and not MAU ns 24 64) 

• The cat’s breed EUR or its breed is judged in groups, 
always except for white (w) and non- pointed van (01) 
varieties 

MCO n (and not MCO n 62) 
NFO ns 22 (and not NFO ns 22 62) 

• The exception is PEB (all coat types judged together). 
Ears (71-72) 
These codes are applicable to ACS/ACL 
Code 71 is for non-recognised variety for showing for 
ACS/ACL. 
ACS x * 71 
Coat Structure (81-84) 
These codes for coat structure are only applicable to BML, JBT, 
SIA w 
67, (81), PEB (81-83) LPS/LPL and 
SRS/SRL (84). BML * 81 
PEB * 82, PER * 83, LPS * 84 

Toe code (91) 
This code is only applicable to 
Polydactyl PXS/PXL. PXS * 91 
 

PER *01 
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