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Pattern 

 
Colourpoint - Mask, ears, legs and tail colour dense and clearly defined. Body colour lighter than point 
colour. Body shadings is allowed on body, providing there is a contrast between the body and points 
colour. 
Mitted - Points to be well defined, except for the feet. Chin must be white. A white blaze is permissible. 
White mittens on front legs to be evenly matched, and no higher than the joint with the leg. Back legs 
must be entirely white at least to the hock. White must go around hock entirely. White stripe varying in 
width extending from bib, down underside between forelegs to under base of tail. Nose colour to match 
the points, pad colour pink. Body is a shade paler than point colour. 
Bicolour - The points to be well defined. Mask to have a white inverted “V”. Stomach and all four legs, 
feet and ruff to be white, body colour a shade lighter than points. May have various markings of white 
and colour patches on the back, the white no more than thirty per cent on the body Nose and pad leather 
pink. 
Tabby - Mask must show clear tabby markings, vertical on the head and displaying the classic “M” on the 
forehead, and horizontal striping on the sides of the head. Lighter rings around the eyes, and darker 
spots on the whisker pads. Inner ear light, with darker colouration around the outer ear. Markings dense, 
broad, and clearly defined. Legs evenly barred. Tail barred, with a lighter coloured underside. 
Tabby is classed as a pattern and can only be produced if one of the parents is a visual Tabby. Tabby 
cannot be ‘carried’. 
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When a Tabby Ragdoll is used in mating to a red series Ragdoll it can be hard to establish whether the 
offspring are visually Tabby. The ghost markings that are present in the Red and Cream Ragdoll can give 
the illusion that a cat is Red or Cream tabby. Tortie markings can also ‘mask’ slightly Tabby markings. It 
is for this reason a breeder must consider whether to register all visual red series Ragdoll kittens where 
one or more parents is a visual tabby as tabby, unless proved otherwise by a simple DNA test for the 
agouti gene. This must be considered an important tool in a breeders programme to establish the true 
genotype of their breeding cats and when considering putting a cat on the show bench. 
It can be several years (documentary evidence proves this) before the true genotype is established unless 
this test is done. It could save the breeder problems with amending registration further down the line if 
this test is done at an early age. 
There are three main patterns of Ragdoll – Colourpoint, Mitted and Bicolour. It is this fact that makes the 
Ragdoll cat unique. The Mitted and Bicolour have the presence of a dominant white spotting gene. The 
Colourpoint Ragdoll does not have the white spotting gene, but the recessive Colourpoint gene that is like 
the Siamese. The control of the white spotting gene lies with the breeder, and it is in this area that the 
breeder needs to make particular care as to not ‘lose’ track of the genotype of the Ragdoll cat. 
The dominant white spotting gene that is present in the Mitted and Bicolour Ragdoll must never be 
confused with the white gloving gene that is present in the Birman. It is for this reason that the Birman is 
not considered a suitable outcross to the Ragdoll. The Birman has been used as an outcross under other 
registering bodies to re-introduce the Chocolate gene. A breeder wishing to import a Ragdoll into the 
GCCF register in the UK must pay particular attention to any outcrosses the cat may have in its lines no 
matter how many generations back they are. A ‘Ragdoll’ containing such an outcross would never be 
acceptable. This measure is taken to protect the unique patterning genetics of the Ragdoll breed. 
Genotype is basically the genetic make-up of the cat (think of Genotype being the Genetics) and 
phenotype is what the cat looks like (think of a Phenotype being a Photo, which you look at). Please 
bear in mind that genotype and phenotype can be two different things when looking at the Ragdoll cat 
regarding pattern. This is one of the main points a breeder must understand. 
As mentioned before, a breeder is fully in control of the white spotting gene, but the breeder must also 
understand basic Ragdoll patterning genetics. In certain parts of the world, breeders lost control in this 
area of the Ragdoll resulting in them being unable to produce what is called a ‘true Bicolour’ or 
‘heterozygous Bicolour’. They are basically producing Bi-colours via the ‘high Mitted’ route. It is this 
breakdown that we are trying to avoid in the UK. 
When a breeder uses the Mitted x Mitted, Mitted x Bicolour, Bicolour x Bicolour, matings they are starting 
to perform what is called ‘extreme’ pattern matings in the Ragdoll. The incidence of the white spotting 
gene is increased. From such matings you can produce six genetic Ragdoll patterns – Colourpoint, Mitted, 
Bicolour, High Mitted, Mid High White or High White. 
The Bi-colour, Mid High White and High White can have the same phenotype (visually the same). It can 
be very difficult to tell the difference between the patterns. It can be said that the Mid High White has a 
larger amount of white on their body, but this is not always the case. The only correct way to tell if a 
Ragdoll is genetically a Bicolour, Mid High White or High White is by mating the cat to a Colourpoint cat. 
This is the only true way to establish the genotype of such a cat. If a breeder has a cat that could be 
either a Bi-colour, Mid High White or High White then it is strongly recommended that a Colourpoint cat 
is used in matings until the true genotype is established. 
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Example of a Mid High White (genotype) displaying 

High White (phenotype) pattern. 
Please see below for a breeding pattern chart for the Ragdoll. Extreme pattern matings are very useful 
for breeders, especially if they wish to specialise in Mitted or Bicolour patterns. 
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Each cat has two alleles that govern pattern. Each parent will pass on one allele to each kitten (one from 
sire, one from dam). 
Using the above chart, you can see that a Colourpoint has two Colourpoint alleles and when put to a 
Colourpoint cat each cat can only pass on a Colourpoint gene. 
A Mitted cat as a Colourpoint and a Mitted allele so can pass either allele onto its offspring. 
A Bicolour cat has a Colourpoint and Bicolour allele so can pass either allele onto its offspring. When starting 
to mix the Mitted and Bi-colour alleles an array of patterns can be produced. 
It is this genetic pattern make-up that makes that Ragdoll unique. 
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